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From the Archives 100 years ago 
 
The fixture list for Roehampton Club in 1925 published 
in the Bystander magazine in May, features key events 
for the club involving polo, lawn tennis, golf and 
croquet. It also marked the first appearance of squash 
at the Club with three courts available for use 
between 9.30am and 7pm. Other activities included 
riding lessons, dances and performances by the 
Roehampton Club Orchestra. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Edward Darley Miller – Founder 
Member of Roehampton Club  
 
The first of seventeen instalments between January 
and April 1925 appeared in The Illustrated Sporting & 
Dramatic News charting the 50-year sporting career of 
the above individual – one of the key figures in the 
founding of the Club. The articles relate to the history 
of polo and the other sports in which he was involved.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Squash rackets 
 
The increasing popularity of squash was reported in the newspapers in January 1925 
quoting the pastime as the favourite game of the Prince of Wales and the attraction of the 
sport taken up by ‘Society Ladies’. The Prince of Wales at this time was Edward VIII, later 
known as the Duke of Windsor and for his abdication as King in 1936.  
 



While the newspapers were reporting the results of matches, there was no explanation of 
the game other than a crude definition of hitting a ball against a wall. The courts were 
described as being built of a special cement although in the USA there were a number of 
wooden courts. The Prince of Wales had set himself a high standard of physical fitness to 
fulfil his royal duties and used the sport to improve his speed of foot, quick thinking and a 
keen eye.  
 
One particular newspaper refers to the ‘Mayfair’ bud where squash has become a favourite 
game among the Ladies of London society ‘who now have the craze for reducing their 
figures to the slenderest point imaginable, and a number of private courts have recently 
been built in country houses’.  
 
The Hampshire Telegraph also published a story in January 1925 emphasising the Prince of 
Wales passion for the sport in preparation for his voyage from Portsmouth to South Africa 
on board HMS Repulse. In order that he may enjoy his favourite game during the journey, 
the squash court built for him in HMS Renown would be moved to HMS Repulse.  

 
Tennis 
 
In January 1925, the Daily Express featured an advert for 
tennis players to apply for membership to join Roehampton 
Club to use the five courts being laid in anticipation of their 
opening in April. The advert was repeated in the Richmond 
Herald on the occasion of the opening of the courts on  
1st April.  
 
From the Archives 75 years ago 

 
Alfred Hitchcock film featuring Roehampton Club 
 
In January 1950, the Picturegoer publication featured a profile on 
the famous Film Director, Alfred Hitchcock and the release of his 
latest film ‘Stage Fright’ based on the novel by Selwyn Jepson ‘Man 
Running’. A nasty rich man is murdered. Suspicion falls successively 
on his actress widow and widow’s infatuated boyfriend.  
 
On this outline, the report describes Hitchcock embroidering the 
consequent episodes after his own heart. He has detectives 
hunting the murderer in a London theatre while a show is on at 
the time. He has them raiding a costume-play rehearsal at the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in Gower Street. Then, most 
interesting of all, he sends them to the Theatrical Garden Party at 
Roehampton Club.  
 
Steve Riedlinger, Roehampton Club Archivist  


